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To what extent does a final salary defined benefit pension scheme remain an appropriate model for provision of retirement benefits?
Essays might usefully explore some of the following areas:

· The effects of the economic downturn on the provision of retirement benefits to employees by companies and the State.

· The compensation and benefits objectives of employers in the light of current workforce trends.

· Analysis of the current legislative and regulatory framework applicable to defined benefit schemes (please note:  it is not necessary to include any analysis or explanation of the structure and nature of defined benefit schemes generally).

· Examination of the interaction of State retirement benefits with occupational pensions.

· Consideration of other forms of retirement benefits scheme design, including risk-sharing models.
This list is a suggestion only and other issues not mentioned here may form the basis of the essay.  
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